GOD’S WILL ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST’S FREE GRACE
LESSON IN REVIEW: CHRIST MERITS OUR SALVATION!
Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 60: How are you righteous before God?

A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience accuses me of
having grievously sinned against all God’s commandments, of never having kept any
of them, and of still being inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without any merit of
my own, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me

the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never sinned
nor been a sinner, and as if [ had been as perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient
for me. All I need to do is accept this gift with a believing heart.

As Charles Spurgeon says in our am bulletin (“Morning & Evening”):
What a blessing that there is the one way of pardon! Why should we seek another?

Persons of merely formal religion cannot understand how we can rejoice that all our
sins are forgiven us for Christ's sake. Their works, and prayers, and ceremonies, give
them very poor comfort; and well may they be uneasy, for they are neglecting the
one great salvation, and endeavoring to get remission without blood.
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* Opening Hymn As With Gladness Men of Old

# 226 Trinity Hymnal, (verses 1-4)

1 As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious God, may we evermore be led to thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly cradle bed,

there to bend the knee before him whom heav'n and earth adore;

so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat.

3 As they offered gifts most rare at that cradle rude and bare;

so may we with holy joy, pure, and free from sin's alloy,

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'nly King.

4 Holy Jesus, ev'ry day keep us in the narrow way;

and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. **
* Invocation

God’s Law & Assurance of Pardon

Congregational Prayer


about:blank

GOD SPEAKS HIS WORD TO HIS PEOPLE
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Readings Acts 1:1-4
(p 1080 pew Bible)

Psalm 40:6-10
(p 553 pew Bible)

Sermon Christ’s Obedience Measured By His Ear.
Prayer of Application
* Closing Hymn When I Survey The Wondrous Cross

(# 252 Trinity Hymnal, all verses)

1 When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God:
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down:
did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. **

* Benediction

*Please stand if able
** by permission, Great Commission Publications

HEAVENLY GENEROSITY ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN
Charles Spurgeon (June 30th Morning Devotional, “Morning and Evening.”)

Behold the superlative liberality of the Lord Jesus, for He hath given us
His all. Although a tithe of His possessions would have made a universe
of angels rich beyond all thought, yet was He not content until He had
given us all that He had.

It would have been surprising grace if He had allowed us to eat the
crumbs of His bounty beneath the table of His mercy; but He will do
nothing by halves, He makes us sit with Him and share the feast. Had
He given us some small pension from His royal coffers, we should have
had cause to love Him eternally; but no, He will have His bride as rich
as Himself, and He will not have a glory or a grace in which she shall
not share.

He has not been content with less than making us joint-heirs with
Himself, so that we might have equal possessions. He has emptied all
His estate into the coffers of the Church, and hath all things common
with His redeemed. There is not one room in His house the key of which
He will withhold from His people. He gives them full liberty to take all
that He hath to be their own; He loves them to make free with His
treasure, and appropriate as much as they can possibly carry. The
boundless fulness of His all-sufficiency is as free to the believer as the
air he breathes. Christ hath put the flagon of His love and grace to the
believer's lip, and bidden him drink on for ever; for could he drain it, he
1s welcome to do so, and as he cannot exhaust it, he 1s bidden to drink
abundantly, for it is all his own. What truer proof of fellowship can
heaven or earth afford?




