Bible Reading Notes Ge. 47&50 God Visits His People Pastor Carl Durham January 4, 2026

We have in our God One who condescends in mercy to “visit” His people! We celebrate the special use of this
term for God’s “Divine Visitation” as we turn this week to see perhaps the most famous promise that God would
“visit” His people — from the lips of Joseph in Egypt.

Monday: Read Genesis 47:13 and 50:24-26 Till He Come

Starving masses from all over the world came to Egypt during the world-wide famine. In response, Joseph fed
many, many hungry mouths during his years as Prince of Egypt. But what he did for future generations as he lay
on his death bed was far more significant than anything he had done in his earlier life. Two times as he lay
dying (Gen. 50:24-25), Joseph promises that God will “come to the aid of” or “visit” His people. Is there any
greater act of compassion than to commend your loved ones to the Lord as you die, giving them the hope that
God would not abandon them, but would come to them in their hour of greatest need, to deliver them?

Meditate and Pray: Sing about God’s strong and effective “arm” of salvation, which is long enough to take
care of us even at our dying hour. Use the words of Trinity Hymnal # 426, noting especially how this hymn
reminds us that we have one greater than Joseph who has promised to visit us and take us home out of this
world which is, like Egypt of old, a world of bondage and sorrow:

Till He come O let the words When the weary ones we love

Linger on the trembling chords, Enter on their rest above,

Let the little while between Seems the earth so poor and vast,

In their golden light be seen, All our life joy overcast?

Let us think how Heaven and home Hush, be every murmur dumb;

Lie beyond that, Till He come. 1t is only, Till He come.

Clouds and conflicts round us press, See, the feast of love is spread,

Would we have one sorrow less? Drink the wine, and break the bread;

All the sharpness of the cross, Sweet memorials, till the Lord

All that tells the world is lost, Calls us round His heavenly board;

Death and darkness, and the tomb, Some from earth, from glory some

Only whisper, Till He come. Severed only, Till He come.
Tues/Weds: Read Genesis 50:15-26 Resting on the Promises

It was easy for Joseph’s guilt-ridden brothers to doubt the constancy of Joseph’s forgiving love towards them
once their father Jacob died. Their old sins against their princely brother came back to haunt them — a not
uncommon experience! Just see how David pleads with God “not to remember the sins of his youth” in Psalm
25:7. How beautiful, therefore that Joseph is able by grace to “speak to the hearts of his brothers” in Genesis
50:21. What wonderful comfort and assurance comes to believers when their “Greater Joseph” Jesus speaks
words of assurance to their hearts!

But now we come to an even greater trial for Joseph’s brethren (Genesis 50:22-26). The looming death of
Joseph causes all sorts of fears to grip his brothers’ hearts! They do not know what will become of them in this
foreign land of Egypt after their protector Joseph is taken from them. How comforting, therefore, that their
earthly protector Joseph commends them to the constant watch-care of their Heavenly Protector, God Himself
(Genesis 50:20 & 24).
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“Ah,” Joseph’s brothers must have said to each other as they watched their brother depart this world, “Joseph
really does believe that God is on our side! Why did we doubt his love for us, and that of his God and ours? If
Joseph was mindful of us in his hour of greatest extremity; if he cared more about passing on God’s promises to
us than disposing of his own wealth and household inheritance, then surely his faith is real, and the promises of
God are what we should pin our hopes on as well!” Amen brothers! Now you understand!

Meditate and Pray: Thank God that by faith we can rest on God’s promises in the face of death, believing the
words of this great hymn which speaks of God “visiting” us with His salvation just as Joseph promised (# 529):

Love divine, all loves excelling, Come, almighty to deliver,
joy of heaven, to earth come down, let us all thy life receive;
fix in us thy humble dwelling, suddenly return, and never,
all thy faithful mercies crown. nevermore thy temples leave.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, Thee we would be always blessing,
pure, unbounded love thou art; serve thee as thy hosts above,
visit us with thy salvation, pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
enter every trembling heart. glory in thy perfect love.
Thurs/Fri: Read Genesis 50:25-26 & Exodus 13:19 Buried in Hope

Joseph is emphatic about the care of his bones after he died. He makes his brothers take an oath, promising to
carry his bones back to the Promised Land when they return. Moses himself, hundreds of years later, honors this
oath when he takes the bones of Joseph with the Hebrews out of Egypt. What are we to make of Joseph’s desire
for his bones to be preserved in this way?

The Roman Catholic church use this passage as a justification for the preservation and veneration of relics, or
bones of those they termed “departed saints.” In answer to this practice of digging up the bones of “saints” to
enshrine them, we note that Joseph’s command regarding his bones was a unique prophetic promise that one
day God’s people would be able to bury his bones in the Promised Land. So, Joseph’s desire for his bones to be
carried to the Promised Land was exactly opposite in its intent to what happens when the bones of Roman
Catholic “saints” are venerated, placed on altars and carried in procession. Joseph’s command resulted in his
loss of all honor in Egypt. No one would be allowed to treat him as a great, royal Egyptian nobleman! No
pyramid would be built to which people could go to venerate his bones in death! Joseph would be buried and
forgotten in the land of Canaan ... until the day of Resurrection, when God would remember where he was
buried, and would raise him from that tomb!

Meditate and Pray: Thank God for the strength which He gives the believer to take this great step of faith in
death: commending one’s soul and body into the loving hands of His God and Father, believing that He will one
day be raised from the dead. Joseph cared about where he was buried and requested that his bones be carried to
the Promised Land, like Moses, “choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the
fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he
was looking to the reward” (Hebrews 11:25,26). Both Moses and Joseph believed the Lord would return there
one day to raise them from the dead! God grant us the same confidence of faith — and may all the glory go to the
Lord alone in our death, as in our lives. Amen!
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Saturday: Read Genesis 50:25-26, Exodus 3:6-10 & Psalm 18:30 His Flawless Memory

Just as God told Abraham that his descendants would be slaves for four hundred years (Gen. 15:13), so God
proclaimed through Abraham’s great grandson Joseph that He would remember His promise and come down to
deliver the Hebrews from their Egyptian slave masters. Moses then experienced the fulfillment of this promise
at the burning bush, when the “Angel of the Lord” appeared to him and spoke of the exodus from Egypt which
He would work through Moses. Speaking at the bush, it was no accident that God reminded Moses that He was
the “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” (Exodus 3:6)!

In this way, Moses learned that God had “remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob...”
(Exodus 2:24)! Not a moment too late or too early, God came down at just the right time to visit His people,
hearing their cries and making plans through Moses to bring them comfort and deliverance!

Meditate and Pray: Thank God for the truthfulness and utter reliability of every portion and promise of His
Word. Even though Joseph’s faith in God’s Promise to “visit” His people was severely tested through many
years of waiting, how the former Prince of Egypt must have jumped up and down in Heaven when he saw the
bush lighted by God’s Presence and God Himself go down to “visit” and save His own — just as Joseph said He
would do! Truly, “Gods way is perfect and His Word is flawless” (Psalm 18:30)!

Sunday: Read Genesis 50:25-26 Faith Comes Before Sight

As you think of the faith-filled death of Joseph, thank God for the clarity of faith which Joseph and his fellow
Old Testament believers demonstrate, such that they knew, even in dark days, that their dead bodies would once
again see the light of day. Celebrate this truth with John Calvin’s words about Abraham’s faith at death — words
also descriptive of the faith of Joseph and the faith which God gives us even in the Valley of the Shadow:

Abraham took care of his grave and especially wished to have his own tomb in that land, which had
been promised for his inheritance, for the purpose of bearing testimony to posterity, that the promise of
God was not extinguished, either by his own death, or by that of his family... For while they themselves
were silent and speechless, their tombs cried aloud, that death formed no obstacle to their entering into
their possession of God’s promise!

Meditate and Pray: Ask God to lift the eyes of your loved ones to see the spiritual riches which God has
promised for those, like Joseph, who turn to Him in faith at the prospect of their death. Surely God did a great
work of faith in Joseph’s immediate family, including his wife Asenath, a woman of a royal family of Egypt
(see Gen. 41:45), in order for her and the rest of Joseph’s family to respect Joseph’s desire to be removed from
Egypt, thereby disqualifying himself and his family from the royal status, privileges and wealth of that land. For
any who might be in Asenath’s place, wondering at the faith of their loved ones in this God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob:

Do you believe that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, continues to “come down” and dwell with His people in all their
extremities? Have you asked Jesus to make Himself as real to you as He was to Moses in that burning bush?
Ask Him to reveal Himself to you, through His Word, in a way that you can trust, and thereby experience the
same Resurrection faith that Joseph had! Amen.



